




The Senior Trustees of LPF join the Guests in
ligting the inaugural lamp
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Anjum-E-Islam Peer Mohammad
High School - 19 girls

Camp Education Society's Girls School - 25 girls

Kalmadi Shamrao High School (Kannada
Medium) - 21 girls

St. Claire's School - 18 girls

Gawadewadi Zilla Parishad School - 27 girls
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HOUSTON: It was nothing short of inspiring, the personal
anecdotes recounted by women who had transcended
hardships unimaginable to achieve success and become
role models for future aspirants.

“I never really thought about pursuing higher education
because my family couldn’t afford it,” said Bhakti
Purandare, an architect now based in New Jersey. “Then a
friend introduced me to an organization that helps women
through education. With a scholarship and the opportunity
to study abroad I was able to fulfill my dream and I am so
grateful for the support that the Lila Poonawalla Foundation
gave me,” added Purandare. It was a sentiment reiterated
by Manasi Gadkari, a Research Assistant at the Baylor
College of Medicine in this city, who was also a beneficiary
of the Lila Poonawalla Foundation (LPF). With a
scholarship to study abroad, Gadkari was able to leave her
native Pune in India and reach her goals on foreign soil.

“I was motivated to excel and exceed my boundaries,” said
Gadkari. “The LPF gives me ongoing support and keeps me
involved in all the projects that the foundation conducts.”

Both Purandare and Gadkari were attendees at the
Lila Poonawalla Foundation Fundraiser held at

the Stafford Civic Center on August 26, 2011. Visiting from
India were Guests of Honor Padmashree Lila Poonawalla
and her husband Feroz, philanthropists and the visionary
founders of LPF. The event, organized by Mithali and
Subroto Bhanja Choudhary, Piyal Sen Gupta, and Sailaja
Bandopadhyay, champions of LPF’s cause, was the first
benefitting the organization in this country; they presented
Poonawalla with a cheque for $20,000. The India
Development and Relief Fund, Inc. was the grand sponsor
of the event that raised awareness of the mission of the
foundation to empower women with education, and thereby
break the debilitating cycle of illiteracy and poverty. Serving
as Mistress of Ceremonies for the evening was Sangeeta
Pasricha, a well-known artist in the local Indo American
community. Dignitaries included County Judge Ed Emmett,

ICCHA
The Hope

Standing, from left, Ichha - The Hope Team: Subroto
Choudhary, Operations; Piyal Sen Gupta, Dance
Production; Mithali Choudhary, Fund Raising and Publicity;
Sailaja Bandyopadhyay, Fund Raising and Event
Management. Seated in Front: Firoz and Lila Poonawalla

Dr. Rathna Kumar, Director of the
Anjali Center for Performing Arts,
Fort Bend Independent School
District Trustee Sonal Bhuchar,
Houston Community College
Trustee Neeta Sane, and Masala
Radio’s CEO Sandhya Thakkar,
to name a few. Following the
traditional lighting of the lamp,
Judge Emmett presented Poonawalla with a proclamation
deemingAugust 26 the day for , or hope.

“Thank you for this unique recognition which is all the more
significant as we all live on hope,” Lila Poonawalla said.
“Our girls hail from humble homes, many are daughters of
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cobblers, maidservants, , and .
But what differentiates these girls from others is their
determination to succeed. This year we have decided to
select children from middle schools and put them through
college and continue to mentor them. In India girl-children
are at a disadvantage because they’re married off at 14 and
15 years of age and have to deal with dowries and abuse.
We want to support more girls, but we need the funding,”
added Poonawalla.

Lila Poonawalla came to India as a refugee from the
Hyderabad District of Pakistan as a young child. Growing
up there were many financial hurdles but through sheer
determination, she overcame them and graduated as the
first female Mechanical Engineer from the Government
College of Engineering in Pune. On her 50th birthday, she
decided she wanted to give back to the community. She
founded the Pune-based LPF in 1996 and since inception
the organization has supported 834 women professionals
to do their post-graduate studies in India and abroad. The
foundation has also introduced scholarships for promising
undergraduate students pursuing degrees in Engineering.
LPF awards scholarships in varied fields including
Computer Science, Architecture, Pharmacy, Law,

rickshaw-walas paanwalas Psychology, Travel and Tourism, and Environmental
Science, to name a few.

Every year, 14 girls from the foundation are selected to
attend an enrichment program in the UK.

“They learn leadership skills, and how to operate as a team.
It is a tremendous program that transforms the girls into
courageous and confident individuals and socially
responsible human beings,” said Poonawalla. Her name
Lila is affectionately deemed an acronym for the
catchphrase

During dinner guests enjoyed the entertainment for the
evening, a dance drama production
depicting the journey of a young girl, Maya, whose quest for
a better life takes her on a journey to success. Scripted by
Piyal Sen Gupta and Subroto Bhanja Choudhary, the
choreographers included Mahesh Mahbubani, Shipra
Avantica Mehrotra, Parmita Mondol Modi, Keka Kar, Piyal
Sen Gupta, and Arpita Mukhopadhyay. A local cast of
dancers and artistes presented various styles of dance.

For more information on the foundation visit
http://lilapoonawallafoundation.com/.

Leading Indian LadiesAhead.

ICCHA – The Hope,
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